
Christianity in Medieval 
Europe
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The Medieval Church

Notre Dame de Paris
Construction began:1163 Completed :1345
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Church’s influence in Middle Ages

• Many people in Europe belonged 
to the Catholic Church (the main 
form of Christianity at the time). 

• Continuity and authority of the 
Church stood in contrast to the 
short-lived kingdoms which rose 
and fell in the early Middle Ages

• One of the few sources of 
leadership and stability that 
people could rely upon
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The Medieval Church

Life was short and 
difficult for most 
people; faith in 
God and 
participation in 
Church life gave 
them hope for the 
future (heaven).
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7 Sacraments
1. Baptism

5.Holy Orders / Ordination

2. Confirmation

4. Holy Eucharist
3. Penance/Confession

6. Matrimony
7. Last Rites /
    Anointing of the Sick

Friday, April 3, 15



Religion in the Middle Ages

Clergy was organized in strict hierarchy of rank
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Religion in the Middle Ages

Raphael, Portrait of a Cardinal, 
1510-12 

Pope Francis with Cardinals, 2013
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Religion in the Middle Ages
Kings or nobles selected bishops based on 
family connections or political power
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The Church and Medieval Life
Popes held political and spiritual power over 

monarchs = sometimes in conflict
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Religion in the Middle Ages

By 1200s, the church was a leading landowner
and wealthiest institution in Europe 

The church also had the 
power to tax; parish priests 
collected a tithe = one-tenth of 
a person’s income
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Spread of Monasticism
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Influences of Monasteries

1. Preserved and copied ancient and classical texts
  
2. Schools

3. Hospitals

4. Soup kitchens and orphanages

5. Guest houses for weary travelers

6. Taught peasants farming and animal husbandry

7. Advances in manufacturing and crafts
  (ex. cheese, wine, cloth)
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III. The Church and Medieval Life

Heretics - people who denied the church’s
principles
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The Inquisition

What was its purpose?
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